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Appeal to the Hon Craig Knowles for a rezoning moratorium on the 
regional coast of NSW from the following 130 regional coastal and 

peak environment organizations:  4 March 2005 
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4 March 2005 
 
The Hon Craig Knowles 
Minister for Infrastructure Planning and Natural Resources 
Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 
 
 
Dear Mr Knowles 
 
Request for a rezoning moratorium on regional NSW coast   
 
The above peak and NSW regional coastal based environment, community, heritage and residents 
organizations call for a moratorium on rezoning for increased development on the coast of NSW, while 
the regional strategic planning process is underway. We request that this moratorium remain in place 
until suitable regional strategic plans have been completed for the Far North Coast, Mid North Coast, 
Lower Hunter, Central Coast, Illawarra and the South Coast.  The moratorium should not apply to 
rezonings that will improve or increase environmental protection outcomes during this period as the 
purpose for this request is to prevent further loss of land to inappropriate development before there is 
opportunity to assess it for the regional strategies over the next two years.   
 
There is little point in DIPNR undertaking regional strategic plans along the coast of NSW while local 
councils are able to continue rezoning for further development during this time. There are many areas 
that are earmarked for urban development in local strategies (many of which are of a speculative and 
environmentally damaging nature) that are likely to be put forward for review within the times allocated 
for the strategy process. There are also many continued instances of developers requesting spot 
rezonings – making the need for a moratorium vital.  
 
There is also no need for further rezoning for development at this stage as all coastal regions contain 
ample land that is either already zoned or approved for development but yet to be taken up. This land 
alone would cater for predicted population growth for many years. The purpose of the regional 
strategies is to ensure that any further growth is planned sustainably rather than allowing a continued 
ad hoc sprawl style approach that ignores the natural environment, biodiversity, natural resources, 
infrastructure and residential amenity. Despite alarmist and ambit claim population growth figures cited 
by the development industry to argue for further development rezoning in these coastal regions, in 
particular on greenfield sites, the facts point to a need for caution and proper assessment.  
 
As the regional strategic planning process involves a complex assessment of all components of the 
natural environment, as well as infrastructure needs, social needs and planning where population 
growth will go and other environmental, social and economic components, it is vital that high 
conservation value or other significant land is not lost to development during the process.  If rezoning 
for development continues apace while the strategies are underway, it would also undermine any 
public confidence in them.  
 
Yours sincerely (on behalf of the above groups) 
 
 
Jeff Angel      Cate Faehrmann    
Director       Director 
Total Environment Centre    Nature Conservation Council of NSW  
 
Cc: Premier Bob Carr;  Jennifer Westacott – DG – DIPNR;  Professor Bruce Thom;  DIPNR – Far North Coast;  
 DIPNR – Hunter;  DIPNR – Central Coast;  DIPNR – South Coast  


